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Officials unveiled a statue of soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo in Goa, India. Soccer was a 
very popular sport in India, and the idea was to motivate and inspire young people to play 
soccer and be good at it.

Sadly, some people were not happy about the statue because Goa was a Portuguese 
colony in the past. Goa became free from Portugal 60 years ago, and many people 
celebrated the freedom in the streets. Some people thought that it would be a better idea to 
respect local soccer players, because several of them played in India's national team.

Ronaldo, who plays for Manchester United, is very popular in all of the world, and there are 
more statues of him in different countries. Ronaldo was born in 1985 on the Portuguese 
island of Madeira, and in 2017, officials named the country's airport after him.

Difficult words: unveil (to officially show something for the first time), motivate (to make 
someone excited about something or to make someone want to do something) inspire (to 
make someone feel like he can do something).



Ronaldo's Statue in India

Discussion Questions

Topic Talk
1. Define the word: unviel, motivate and inspire

2.  Who is Cristiano Ronaldo?

3.  What team does Cristiano Ronaldo play for?

4.  Why did they make a statue of Cristiano Ronaldo in Goa, India?  

5.  Why were some people not happy about Cristiano Ronaldo's statue in Goa?

 

Express Your Thoughts
1.  How popular is soccer in your country?

2.  Do you have a favourite international player? What team is he playing for?

3.  If you were from Goa, India (given that your city was once a Portugese colony), how   

     would you feel about Cristiano Ronaldo's statue?

4.  How does your local government motivate and inspire young people to take up sports?


